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ONE PENNY, 





Amutent Derformancees. 


a 


St. Geores’s Tuearre.—Tue Essayists.— 
There are few entertainments more enjoyable 
than those presided over by intelligent and edu- 
cated men; in histrionic matters such conditions 
are incontrovertibly a sine gud non, if the edifi- 
cation of the hearers is worth a consideration. 
We may apply tests between occasional and regu- 
lar actors, to the manifest disadvantage of the 
former ; andin the case of Zhe Ticket of Leave 
Man—seeing that many of the original interpre- 
ters are again in harness—it would almost appear 
as if the Essayists (who produced this drama 
here on the 22rd) wished to invite such compari- 
sons. In all probability there was no such stuff 
in their thoughts, Without doubt, however, we 
may affirm that, puzzled though we be with the 
ever-varying casts of this piece as delineated by 
the many amateur societies who insist on thrust- 
ing it before our notice, the efforts of the gentle- 
men with the tentative title aforenamed possess 
more merit, and develop more good sense 
and judgment than those of ‘many clubs 
who have preceded them.—Beginning with the 
ladies (contrary to established usage, we blush to 
say), Mrs Newberry descended from her lofty 
pedestal whence she has so oft declaimed in 
measured cadence, and chattered good-naturedly 
and ungrammatically as dear old Mrs Willoughby ; 
whilst herincorrigible grandson found athoroughly 
artistic and admirable represeatative in Miss 
Lizzie Harrison, whose by-play was full of life 
and frolic. Miss Ellen Mayne, with her pretty 
face and inartificial style, was well adapted to 
portray the genuineness of May Edwards’s dis- 
position. We cannot say that Miss Sophie 
Worrell was equally fitted for Emily, since that 
young lady apparently does not sing, and we 
Were in consequence deprived of the scena in the 
4th act. Mr C. Leighton as Bob, gave an honest 
and truthful idea of the character; and Mr 0. 
W. Norton found favour with the audience for 
his coolness and audacity in the role of the Tiger. 
Perhaps the most striking piece of character- 
acting was Mr Merry’s Jew, although outré and too 








loud in his asides ; there was individuality, power, 
and skill in bis personation. Mr Powey's Hawk- 
shaw, cool and collected, was not bad, but wanted 
weight. The Green Jones of Mr C. Lambert 
was clever, but prodigiously extravagant in its 
laugh or cluck, which required toning down. Mr 
Kennaway looked too young for the basiness-like, 
staid Mr Gibson.—The scenery was inappropriate. 
May’s lodgings did duty for a public-house, and 
the bill-broker’s office was represented by a wedi- 
eeval chamber with elaborately executed mural 
paintings. The band of 18 performed the eternal 
“ Zampa” overture, &c., not over skilfully.—In 
Ici on parle Francais Mr Kennaway was at home 
as Victor Dubois; his appearance, broken 
English, and gesticulation were those of a French- 
men. Mr Petre was the Major, and Mr Norton 
the Spriggins. Miss L. Harrison understood her 
duties as Anna Maria. Mesdames Newherry, 
Worrell, and Lasky filled the other parts, but the 
farce did not work very smoothly.—Mr Ilarrison 
was the costumier. The Western Ophthalmic 
Hospital, it is to be hoped, increased its funds by 
the patronage of the fashionable assembly who 
graced St. George’s Hall on this occasion. The 
Essaxists have our best wishes. 


The Theatres, tr. 


Royat Court Tueatre, Custsea.—This, tie 
latest addition to the already large number of 
theatres in the metropolis, was opened under very 
favourable auspices on Wednesday, the 25th. 
The house, which is very elezantly*and richly 
decorated, was completely filled by an enthusiastic 
audience, and presented avery brilliant appear- 
ance. The opening address, written by Mr John 
Oxenford, and spoken by Mrs Hermann Vezin, 
amidst much applause, disclaims any intention 
on the part of the management to exalt modern 
“ sensationalism ” or ‘* realism” above the more 
legitimate drama, and we cannot but hope that 
the effort may he successful. Mr Gilbert’s new 
comedy, Randall's Thumb, though well written in 
parts, is much in need of compression, aud will 
not do much towards euhancing the reputation 
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of its author. The last act though by far the 
best of the three, is somewhat overburdened in 
incident towards the close, the Jomission of the 
discovery of Buckthorpe’s parents, for example, 
would be a decided improvement. An excellent 
compeny has been gathered together for the new 
venture, comprising Messrs Hermann 
Vezin, Belford, Righton, Frank Mathews; Mes- 
dames Bishop, Brennan, Bufton, and Stephens. 
The character of Buckthorpe, (“‘ under Randall's 
thumb,”) was admirably personated by H. Vezin; 
the part could not have been in better bands. 
Mr Belford as Randall the adventurer, also de- 
serves great credit for his clever rendering of an 
unthankful part. Mr Righton made a very 
favourable first appearance as Joe Bangles, and 
we expect to find, ere long, this actor in a more 
prominent position on the London boards. Miss 
Kate Bishop, whose progress has been most 
rapid and satisfactory, is really a very clever and 
intelligent young actress, and one for whom we 
venture to predict a brilliant future. Miss Maggie 
Brennan, Miss Eleanor Bufton, and Mrs Stephens, 
in the lighter portion of the comedy, earned and 
received a considerable share of the applause. 
The author and a)l the characters were called for 
at the fall of the curtain, and the entertainments 
concluded at a rather late hour with a new come- 
dietta by Mr F. Marshall, entitled Q.2.D. ; or, 
It's all a Mistake. 


Sr. James’s.—War still continues to occupy a 
prominent place on the programme; Mrs J 
Wood re-appeared on Saturday evening last in 
the operatic bagatelle of Jenny Lind at Last, to 
the delight of a crowded house. 


Cuarze Market Penny Reavines.—We visi- 
ted this excellent institution on Tuesday, Jan. 
24th, when we were highly pleased with the enter- 
tainment put forth on that occasion. The 
writer of these remarks cannot agree with 
Gamma in a recent article of his, that Penny 
Readings haye a detrimental effect upon our 
rising artistes. We differ from him when he 
asserts that they have the effect of withdrawing 
from a more legitimate sphere, the talents dis- 
played on these occasions. Penny Readings are 
intended for, and patronised by, the poor and the 
young, to whom the “legitimate Drama” is a 
rarity, and beyond their means, and who thus 
greatly appreciate the valuable substitute placed 
before them, in the shape of selections from 
favourite authors, playwrights, and poets, inter- 
spersed with music of a high-class order ; and 
moreover (usually) interpreted by artistes fully 
capable of sustaining their different departments. 
We should like to know when and where Gamma 
witnessed the display of ankles of which he 
quotes, as we in our career do not remember ever 
to have seen anything of the kind at these enter- 
tainments. Itis now our duty to chronicle a highly 
creditable and successful reading at the above 
school. The programme commenced with a part 
song, “0, who will o’er the downs ?” capitally 
executed by an efficient quartet; duet, ‘ All’s 
Well,” given in an artistic and finished style by 
Messrs Judd and Beardwell. Readings, ‘“ The 
Soldier’s Pardon,” by Mr John Caffery, as also 
“ Handy Andy’s Little Mistakes,” both given with 


skill, pathos, and humour, Song, “’Tis when to | acter on Saturday last. 





sleep,” Mr J. Beardwell; reading, ‘ Last Days 
of Herculaneum,” by Mr G. Hatch, with that 
gentleman’s usual eclat and professional ability, 
Duet, “I know a Bank,” by the Masters Smith, 
which won the justly-earned honour of an encore, 
Pianoforte solo, with variations, ‘“*‘ Where the 
Bee sucks,” by Mrs John Palmer; and we muat 
heartily congratulate that lady upon her success ; 
it was a great treat to hear such brilliant playing 
from that popular instrument. Song, “The 
Thorn,” Mr Judd, very well done. Comic read- 
ing, “ Street Music,” Mi G. Hatch, which gave 
every satisfaction.—-The schoolroom was well 
filled by an attentive audience, to whom the intel- 
lectual and carefully selected programme gave 
evident satisfaction. G. H. S. 


Hatirax Tueatre RoyAu. Lessee Mr F: 
Rawlings.—This place of amusement has been 
occupied during the past and present weeks by 
the company that bas been playing at Hudders- 
field in the pautomime, with an adaptation of 
the same, entitled Richard Ceur de Lion taking 
in Halifax on his road to Palestine. The caste 
is nearly the same as it was when first brought 
out at Huddersfield. It is excellently adapted 
by Mr Jobn Hartley, the Yorkshire Poet, and 
contains some smart bits upon the Municipal 
Borough of Halifax, and upon the leading topics 
of the day, It has drawn very good houses, 
Thursday was set apart for the benefit of the 
juveniles, when the house was filled by an ap- 
preciative audience. The vocal powers of the 
Misses Seaman, Austin, and Harcourt gave great 
satisfaction, and these accomplished performers 
were repeatedly encored, 


HUDDERSFIELD GYMNASIUM HALL. Proprietor, 
Mr Le Blanc.—Messrs Maskelyne and Cook 
have been continuing their clever entertainment 
to large audiences at the above hall during the 
past week. Saturday was the last night of the 
season, when the house was crowded by a most 
enthusiastic audience. 


Tueatre Royal Sapier’s WEtus.—Mr Pen 
nington being unable to appear at this theatre on 
Thursday evening last, Mr Arthur Young (the 
well-known Shaksperian) underteok the arduous 
character of Shylock at a few hours’ notice. Mr 
Young gavea perfectly original rendering of the 
Jew—identifying himself so life-like with the 
character, that you saw the usurer before you. 
His first scene, where the Merchant enters into 
the bond, soon gave evidence that no common 
interpreter of Shakspere was on the stage ; the 
whole scene was acted in that natural manner 80 
seldom occuring in the delivery of the Poet’s text, 
and the andience were not slow in recognizing 
his merits. The great scene where Shylock hears 
of the flight of bis daughter, and the loss of bis 
jewels, was pourtrayed in a masterly style, and 
brought down great applause several times in the 
course of the scene. In the trial scene Mr 
Young showed that he had not either expended 


his physical or mental powers, fighting for his 


pound of flesh with the malignity of a fiend. 
He was applauded many times during the trial, 
aud at the conclusion was called before the cur 
tain to receive the loudly expressed satisfaction 
of bis audience. Mr Young repeated the char 
We hope soon again | 
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see this gentleman on the boards, as there can- 
not be any doubt of the originality and talent 
displayed in his Shaksperian delineations. Mr 
Young was most ably supported by Mr J. L. 
Warner as Bassanio, Mr E. H. Brooke as Gratiano, 
Mr W. Hamilton as Antonio, Mr Dayid Evans as 
old Gobbo, Mr W. Bailey as Lorenzo, and Mr W. 


























s Lacey as Launcelot ; Miss Page being an intel- 
i. lectual and ladylike Portia, Miss Grace Edgar an 
- excellent Nerissa, and Miss Clara Johnstone a 


very fair Sessica. 


" = 
ve 

Correspondence. 
F. Fi adie 
en TO THE EDITOR oF ‘THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 
by aaHe 
ré- A HARD CASE. 
of Sir,—Would you kindly give publicity to the 
wo following distressing case in the next impression 
~ of the THeatricaa Journau? The widow of 
B a the late James Watson Strickland, who died 
a some time ago, and who was well known to the 
~ musical profession as a harpist, was left at the 


time of her husband’s decease totally unprovided 
for, he having speculated greatly in mining 
shares, &c., all of which became so much waste 
paper at bis death. She has, since that time, 
gained a respectable livelihood by doing jobs of 
charing, &c., but lately bas been reduced toa 
state of starvation through the present scarcity of 
employment, and illness. She has. not even a bed 
to lie on, or any covering. But she has a little to 
eat, thanks to the kindness of Mr F. Ledger, of 
the Hra, who has kindly given her a little assist- 
ance. Will you kindly allow me to add that if 
any Of your readers feel disposed to assist the 
poor creature, that any sum, however small, or 
any old clothing of any kind, will be most thank- 
fully received by Mrs T. W. Strickland, 11, Hou- 
ley-street, York-road, Lambeth, 8.? Trusting 
that you will kindly insert this in your valuable 











re ong | ; : 
(the journal, I am, sir, yours obediently, 
juous FREDERICK Brocksorp, 
Mr 11, Houley-street, York-road, 





Lambeth, 8. 











Mr Eprror,—Sir,—I am a native of Notting- 
ham, and having some business in London, a 
friend went with me. We bought the Tazarri- 
cAL JouRNAL to see which theatre we should 
visit, aud finally fixed on Drury Lane, where we 
were very much amused. We saw the advertise- 
ment in the books of a coffee-house kept by Mr 
Brett, where we put up for two or three days, and 
gotour lodging good and cheap. We shall tell 
our townsfolk of the place, for we had a nice 
obliging young lady to wait upon us.—Yours, 
SamL, WHITCHURCH. 
























































C-, 
Nottingham, Jan., 1871. 
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We regret to learn that Miss Hodson, the 
accomplished manageress of the Royalty, has 
been so seriously ill during the week, that it has 
been necessary to provide a substitute in Dora’s 
Device, and in Whittington and his Cat. 

War has failed at New York, but had better 
ortune at Boston. 


























GOSSIP. 


We understand that the Lord Chamberlain has 
signified to the mavagement of the Strand 
Theatre, that Mr Paulton’s ludicrous personation 
of Bismarck must be toned down. 


On Monday evening week the Prince of Wales 
visited the Strand Theatre. After witnessing the 
Stracham’s burlesque, Caur de Lion, he was 
pleased to compliment Miss Jenny Lee2on her 
performance of Blondel de Lislie. 


The death of M. Hervé, ag several of our 
contemporaries have given publicity to, has been 
a by that gentleman, who is etill in ood 

ealth. 


Mr Henry Nicholson, the flautist, is danger- 
ously ill, suffering from rheumatic fever. 


Dr Adams, of Manchester, is preparing an 
edition of Shakspere’s Midsummer Night's Dream 
for schools. 


Miss Marriott, is playing to large audiences at 
the Theatre Royal, Belfast. 


The Cambridge Amateur Theatrical Society 
gave two performances on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day last, at the Theatre Royal, the pieces were, 
She Would and She Would Not, First of April, 
The Wife and the Spare Bed. 


It is uaderstood that though the Queen will 
open Parliament in person, it will only be in 
semi-state, 


Mr Walter Montgomery is at the Boston, 
Theatre, U. S. 


The Ninth New York Regiment of the Line 
has been ‘“ presented.” with a band of one hun~ 
dred musicians by the commander, Colonel Fisk, 
junior. 

It is stated that Mercadante has left an opera 
finished only as far as the middle of the finale of 
the first act. The music is described as full of 
dramatic force. 


In§consequence of the sudden indisposition of 
Mr Sefton Parry on Monday evening week at the 
Holborn Theatre, the character of Hawkshaw, in 
Ticket-of-Leave Man, was sustained by Mr W. J. 


Hurlstore. 


Mr C. S. Harrison, son of the late popular 
tenor, appeared as a reader at the Beethoven 
Rooms on Thursday last. The audience express- 
ed themselves well satisfied with the gentleman’s 
abilities, and repeatedly applauded him. 


Trapeze AcciDeNT.—A shocking affair took 
place at the Adelphi Music Hall, Birmingham, 
last Friday. As two young men, known as the 
Brothers Barnard, were performing some reck- 
lessly daring feats on a trapeze at the height of 
twenty feet from the stage, one of them missed 
his hold and fell into the orchestra, By wonder- 
ful agility, the unfortunate man contrived to 
avoid striking the back of the orchestra with 
his head; byt he broke an arm, smashed the 
fingers of his left band, and sprained one of his 
ankles most severely. Medical aid was at once 
procured, and the serious injuries sustained by 
the unlucky acrobat were at once attended to, 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





O. R.—Please to send to our private address for the 
future, 9, Acton-street, King’s Cross-road. 

R. Wueerer.—We will forward the JouRNAL by post 
weekly, 

A Harp Casr.—We insert the letter, but we do not 
know the poor widow. 

J. Maup.—When we have space, we will insert it. 

J. Cricuton.—We received the stamps with thanks. 

E. Mrnton.—We are much obliged for the MS., being 
very unwell. 

DraGon Fy is without a sting. Before he questions 
others he should spell correctly, and write grammati- 
cally and plain. He is not worthy of this notice. 


NOTICE to SECRETARIES & MANAGERS of 
AMATEUR CLUBS. 


The list of * Registered Amateur Dramatic Clubs,” is 
being made up for the year 1871, with the names of the 
Secretaries and the places where the Clubs meet. 2s. 6d. 
Sor the Twelve Months insertion, 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines - - - - - ~ - ls. Od, 
Eight - - - - . ~ - - ls. 6d, 
Twelve ~ - - - - - - 2s. Od. 
Twenty - - - - - - - 2s. 6d. 
Across the back - . - - - - ‘ls. extra, 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 335a, 
Strand, opposite Somerset House. 





List of Agents for the Sale of the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
BELL, St. Johnestreet-road. 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
HARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn: 
LALY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W. 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street. 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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—_ a 


THE REDUCTION IN TAXATION IN THE 
YEARS 1869-70. 

We have received severai letters of late, 
from subscribers and correspondents, intima- 
ting now there is a dearth of theatrical news, 
we ought to make some comments upon the 











war and political matters. We have invariably 
avoided this, having for the last thirty-one 
years devoted our columns to the theatres and 
public places of amusement, and more particu- 
larly the amateur dramatic performances. Now 
the daily newspapers” are so numerous, and 
every information set before the public by all 
classes of politicians, we consider if we gave 
an opinion we should be interfering in matters 
not connected with our little work. We have 
no disposition to give the daily press any rea- 
son why they should interfere with what we 
consider we are most entitled to—that of 
giviog full and elaborate accounts of amateur 
dramatic performances. However, we may, on 
this occasion, be giving some necessary infor- 
mation to those who wish us to depart from our 
regular course, and state what our government 
have been doing at ‘home, in order to relieve the 
middle and working class for the last two years; 
for we are quite aware there are thousands 
who are not conscious of the great benefits 
which have been conferred upon the working 
men by an enormous reduction of taxation 
upon the necessaries of life; we therefore sub- 
join the following. from the Chancellor’s 
Budget. 
In the year 1869, the Chancellor's Budget 

commenced with the following abolitions :— 

The whole of the duty on corn. 

Tho Tea Licenses. 

The Fire Insurances. 

The Milage on Omnibuses, 

The Post Horse Duty. 

The Duty on Man-servants. 

The Duty on Beer, 

ALTERATIONS AND REDUCTIONS. 


The Income Tax 1d. in the £. 

Pony and Cart for costermongers—Duty 1és. per 
annum, instead of £2 2s. 

Horse Duty 10s. 6d. instead of 21s, 

Duty on Cabs, £2 instead of £17. 

Horse Dealer’s Licence, £12 10s. instead of £27. 

Four-wheeled Vehicles, £2 2s. instead of £5. 

The Armorial Bearings of the Nobility, now 21s 
extra. 


The whole reduction for this year is three 
millions and fifty thousands, 


For the year 1870. 


Hawkers’ Licence abolished, brought in £31,000. 
Soap Makers’ Licence abolished, brought 
in £1,300. 
Still Makers’ Licence abolished, brought in £900. 
Paper Makers’ Licence abolished, brought in 
£1,680. 
Watch Cases Makers’ License abolished, brought 
in £1,500. 
Playing Card Licence abolished, brought £1,093. 
Half the Sugar Duties reduced. 
Income Tax, one million, 1d. in the £. 
Tax on Railways reduced four hundred and 
ninecy-four thousand. 
Reductions on Newspapers, three hundred and 
seventy thousand, 
Reduction on Stamps, two hundred thousand. 
Income Tax, one million; reduction this year, 





three million nine hundred and sixty-four 
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thousand, and in the two years, to the 
amount of seven millions odd. 

With regard to the Income Tax, persons return- 
ing their income at £100 per annum are 
rated at £60. 





Ghe Poet's Cragedy. 
(All Rights Reserved.) 


IN FIVE SCENES. 
BY BETA. 


{Notroz.—The Author of Madeline, a tragedy in 
five acts (published twenty-fou years ago), in answer to 
“Gamma,” sends the following dramatic scenes to our 
JoURNAL.] 





DRAMATIS. PERSONA, 
Lonrp St. Cratr, a Minister. 
Eustace Firzmavrrce, a Poet. 
Vivian, @ Semi-Lunatic. 
Lavinia, the Poet's Child. 





Scene II.--.An Apartment. 
(CONTINUED. ) 

Lav.—Dear voice; more sweet 
Than that of birds, and minstrelsy of trees, 
Ruffled by zephyrs! Voice of many souls 
That congregate in temples of the air, 

| Above the clouds, pavilioning the forms 

Of mighty aspirations! Voice of youth, 
That sang unto the gods of Greece, and thus 
Prepared Olympus for new Deities ! 
The voice of youth ! Immortal is its power— 
Immortal is its essence ! 

Viv.—Rhapsody 
May be more beautiful and excellent 
Than the calm words of reason ! 


Frrz.—See ! a change ! 
Viv.—There’s a cool breeze and pleasant ! 


Fitz.—Vivian! Well, 
I thought you would feel bettar. 


Viv.—It will come ! 
To tell the truth, dear friends, a fantasy 
Deludes my senses. You will pardon me 
If 1 forget myself. 


Lavy.—You know us now! 
‘Tis ecstacy! ‘Thank God. 


Viv.—I know you both! 
SLavinia! Ay, it is Lavinia, who 
So often seems a spirit or a dream. 
Friends, the sick brain, a pestilential air, 
Bred in the dungeons, follows me about. 
The toads and rats, and noisome ugly things 
That were my sole companions for a year 
As well you know), accursed, as they were, 
When firet I knew them present, everyday 
Became as friends, and I declare, I felt 
sort of love for them! Gop MADE THEM Too 


Firz,—Let us walk forth. 











Viy.—I am not weil ; my limbs 
Are feeble, and my eyesight is so dim. 
But I will go with you! 

Firz.—Accursed be 
The tyranny that stabs at man ! 

Viv.—I felt 
That dungeon was a hell, and so I lost 
My precious reason for a little time. 
Thank heaven, it is not ever dark. 

Frrz.—Come lean 
Upon me Vivian! Earth will mend, 
And human lives have sanctity. 

Viv.—Most true ! 

I do not murmur, and I have a hope 
Iam not burdensome. 


. Lay.—No, dearest one! 


Viv.—lI’m ready then. Hereafter, I desire 
To write a book about imprisonment, 
And how to bear, and strive, and hope, indeed. 
The suffering is not empty to the soul, 
(Exeunt. 


(To be continued in our next.) 





Nore sy tHe Avutuor.—The optimism which I 
have desired to embody in this scene will be obvious 
to any attentive reader. More than optimism, how- 
ever, should, I think, be attempted by the dramatic 
poet who bases his creed on the words of Shakspere, 
viz., ‘A soul of goodness,” &c., and on the utter- 
ance of our great living poet, ‘‘ All men become 
good creatures.” It is for the bard of the future to 
prove that human nature is not perpetual blunder, 
and that ultimately in the great providential drama, 
we shall find that there were uses even for moral 
poisons, 


ee QR 


THE EARLY DRAMATISTS.—VIL. 


THOMAS MIDDLETON. 


Tr will be remembered that Shakspere found- 
ed parts of his As you like i¢ on Lodge’s 
Rosalind ; it has been conjectured, likewiee, 
by some, that he took the witchcraft scenery 
and incantations of his Macbeth from Middle- 
ton’s play called Fhe Witch. Others, with 
more discrimination, have concluded that The 
Witch was composed after having seen Macbeth 
performed, or even that Middleton’s play wae 
not written till 1623, when the Bard’s first 
folio appeared. We subjoin a specimen from 
the inferior poet’s flight of the witches by moon- 
light ; the reader will judge'as to the respec- 
tive merits of the two parallel scenes, and will 
not fail to notice that ‘the plagiarist, like bis 
master, enjoyed a quibble. 

Hecate.— What, Firestone, our sweet son ? 

Firestone.—A little sweeter than some of you, or & 
dunghill were too good for one. 

Hee.—How much hast there ? 

Fire.—Ninete2n, and all brave plump ones; be- 
sides six lizzards and three serpentine eggs. 


Hee.—Dear and sweet boy, what herbs hast thou ?. 
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Fire. —I have some mar-martin, and mandragon. 

Hec.—Mar-maritin and mandragora thou wouldst 
say. 

= pannax too ; I thank thee ; my pan 
akes, I am sure, with kneeling down to cut them. 

Heec.—And sclago. 
Hedge Hissop too! hoo near he goes my cuttings ! 
Were they all oropt by moonlight ? 

Fire.—Every blade of ’em, or I’m a mooncalf, 
mother. 

Hee.—Hie thee home with ’em. 
Look well to th’ house to-night. I’m for aloft. 


Fire.—Aloft, quoth you? I would you would 
break your neck once, that I might have all quickly 
(aside), Hark hark, {mother! they are above the 
steeple already, flying over you head with a noise of 
musicians. 

Hee.—They are, indeed; help me, help me! I’m 


too late else. 
” . * * 


(ascending) Now I go, now I fly. 
Malkin, my sweet spirit, and I. 
* * * * 

The cauldron scene, too, is clearly an imita- 
tion, the ingredients of the charmed pot 
having some slight similitude to those of 
Macbeth’s witches. 

Middleton wrote twenty plays, amongst the 
best of which are A Game of Chess, and 
Women Beware of Women (a tale of love and 
jealousy from the Italian); in 1603 he assisted 
Dekker at a court pageant, and was concerned 
in different pieces with Rowley, Webster, and 
others. He and the poor players were once 
arraigned before the privy council of James I. 
for the offence of introducing on the stage the 
King of Spain and his ambassador Gondomar; 
they were merely reprimanded, but if the 
feigned king had been James himeelf, they 
would probably have been dismissed minus 
their ears and noses ! 


—__——__-———— 

POETRY, PROSE AND THE DRAMA. 

I xnow a fellow who delights in contradict- 
ing everybody. He is a snob of course, a 
briefless barrister, and a penny-a-liner. His 
name is Wriggles, and he edits a sort of 
wretched newspaper, published in a town near 
London. He fancies he can write poetry. 
Once he had the insanity to publish a dramatic 
poem—so he called it !—and dedicated it to 
Lord Byron. Wriggles is old, you may 
suppose ; he was sixty when I firet new him; 
and at that period I was beginning to write. 
But, old as he is, he fancies the girls all in love 
with him—in love with an octogenarian! 
Yes, Wriggles is eighty years of age, within 
a few months; and his neice, Miss Wriggles, 
is an actrese, and lives under his roof. She is 
a sentimental lady of ar. uncertain age. I saw 
ber debut a quarter of a century ago! On 
that memorable occasion, she acted Juliet in a 
provincial theatre. So she must be about my 


age ; and I will no¢ say what that 7s / 
Well I must inform the reader I went to a 
small party given by the illustrious Wriggles 





a few months ago, at his house in Kennington, 
where he has a small villa; and there I met 
several small celebrities. There was a 
poetaster present, a heavy actor without an 
engagement &c.; and the following conversa- 
tion occured amongst us. 

Wriccies.—I’ve written plays, sir, that 
were too good for this generation of vipers! 
One indeed was acted—but never ascribed to 
ine !—It was stolen by a manager. 

Heavy Actor.—But was it successful ? 

W.—Why no! It was acted so infernally 
bad—at a provincial theatre!—My neice, 
Tryphena Wriggles, was in it— it’s twenty- 
three years ago—but otherwise, it was a hash 
indeed !—Some playwright got hold of it and 
played the deuce with my ideas. Sol took to 
prose entirely after that. 

PortarteR.—‘O the pity of Iago.” I 
detest prose—never write it sir! 

W.—But you should write it my boy ! 

P.—Do you like plays in prose then ? 

W.—I like plays that arouse the soul to 
the sense of existence, no matter how. Mon- 
taigne said he liked pain on the score of its 
making him feel the reality of life. That's 
why I like tragedy. My neice is only excel- 
lent in tragedy. ButI taught her sir. I’ve 
seen all the greatest, from Mrs Siddons down 
to Mrs Siddons, jun., her great grandchild !— 
I own I’m old—at least in years—but young in 
memory ! 

That’s how they talk, when Wiggles takes 
the lead! I know he’s athorougholdhumbug; 
he has a relation who’s a Bishop and a great 
classical scholar ; and he actually asked him, 
when past sixty, if he took orders, whether he 
might hope for a living. As for his religion I 
wouldn’t give twopence for it; ‘tis on a part 
with bis literary fattainments—and likewiee 
with the faith of the merciful Emperor of 
Germany ! 

Wrigglesisahumbug. But, physically, he’s 
an astonishing man—likely to live till he’s a 
century old! Having a small private income, 
he can enjoy life in tolerable comfort. Selfish, 
egotistical, conceited, without faith in man, 
only desirious of his own good, Wriggles lives 
without friendship among his intimates, and 
will die unlamented. 

I think he would make a character for a 
satirist, with his sardonic laugh, his constant 
sneer, his dull platitudes that he mistakes for 
wit, and his cynical anecdotes concerning his 
associates of old. He his rather a shrewd 
man of the world in matters of business. I 
never heard of his having been cheated. Men, 
when they hear his name, say ‘Old Wriggles! 
He wouldn’t lend you a shilling without secu- 
rity and interest!’’ Yet he gives himself the 
airs of a literary magnate, and pilfers from all 
the newspapers—as some clergymen compile 
their sermons—the rogue! TaackERay,JuN. 
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DEDICATED TO PROFESSOR ANDERSON, 
GREAT WIZARD OF THE NORTH, AND FAMILY, 
ON THE DEATH OF HIS DAUGHTER, 
FLORA, 


and throughout the provinces, 


ACROSTIC. 
F AIR flower, to die ere thou hadst bloomed, 
L ong cherished joys thus to be doomed ! 
O ’er thee we watched with anxious care, 
R aising our hopes each budding year, 
A las! now gone, to memory dear! 


Bloomsbury, Joun GRiFriN. 
Jan, 28, 1871. 


—_—_a—— 


Mr Chatterton has again given the free use of 
Drury Lane Theatre for a morning performance 
in aid of the Dramatic College on Ash-Wednes- 
day. Mr Liston has also offered the Olympic for 
a morning performance for the same benevolent 


Gil Blas will disappear from the bills of the 
Princess’s Theatre after next week, as Mrs 
Howard Paul is unable to extend her engagement 
beyond that time. Before accepting this engage- 
ment to play Gi Blas, she was under an agree- 
ment to appear in the entertainment (given by 
herself and Mr Howard Paul) in the provinces. 


The fine theatre of Santiago has been burnt. 
Two thousand persons had just retired from 
hearing Madame Carlotta Patti, otherwise the 
results would have been frightful. The fire 
broke out on the stage by the incautious ignition 
of gas accumulated below. Three employeés and 
an Officer of the salvage corps lost their lives 
The building cost half a million dollars, and was 
not insured, no company being wi!ling to insure 
it. 

Ho.toway’s Pitis.—This medicine has resist- 
ed every test which time, prejudice, and vested 
could impose upon it, and it at length stands forth 
triumphant as the most reliable remedy for all 
derangements of the system common at this 
season. When the air is frozen, and the functions 
of the skin are retarded, an occasional dose of 
Holloway’s Pills will call on the liver and stomach 
for greater activity, and compensate the system 
for diminisbed cutaneous action. As alteratives, 
aperients, and tonics, these pill have no equals. 
To every aged and delicate person, whose appetite 
is defective, digestion infirm, and tone of health 
low, this medicine will be a precious boon, con- 
ferring both ease and strength. 








REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 





ECLECTIC,—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 
Hall, 13, Denmark-street, Soho. MrJas. GARDNER, 
Secretary. 


KEMBLE COMPANY AND DRAMATIC COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 
Manager and instructor, Mr Wm. A. STANLEY. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent, 
on Thursdays at the “ Britannia’’ Tavern, Britannia- 
street, Gray’s Inn-road, at 8 o’ clock. 





Applications to be addressed as above. " 


Eclectic Amateur Dramatic Club. 
Larue. and gentlemen desirous of becoming members 

of this old estublished Club wil? find this a good oppor- 
tunity of joining. This Club having the great advan- 
tage over all other amateur clubs in possessing a prac- 
tical stage for rehearsals. 

The next performance of the Club will consist of 
ALLADIN, Burlesque, BIRD in HAND WORTH 
TWO ina BUSH. 

ALLADIM, Burlesque, ‘characters to be disposed of 
Vizier and Pekoe. BIRD IN HAND, Major Stormont 
and Butlon. To be played on Feb. 23rd, 

Characters to be disposed of on application at the 
theatre. Rehearsals, Tuesdays and Fridays. 

The Hall to be let for LECTURES, AMATEUR 
PERFORMANCES, &c., on reasonable terms. 

For further particulars address to the secretary, Jas. 
Gardner, or apply at tne theatre, 18, Denmark-street, 
Soho. 





Royal Polytechnic. 
XTRAORDINARY and COMBINED ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 

PROFESSOR PEPPER “ON THE WAR.” 
Special Edition. Musical and pictorial Illustrations. 

Mr GEORGE GROSSMITH, Jun., in the fairy tale 
the YELLOW DWARF, every evening; and Mr. 
SUCHET CHAMPION in the morning. 

The WORLD OF MAGIC, by MrJ. BEAUMONT. 

GRECIAN STATUARY by MADAME BOUS- 
FIELD ; and a thousand and one other entertainments 
all for ONE SHILLING, twice daily, 12 to 5 and 7 to 
10. 





The Bedtord Dramatic Company 
Mice every TUESDAY and FRIDAY evening at 
GREENMAN TAVERN, Bedford-street, Strand, 
Ladies and gentlemen who would like to join, may appl 
immediately as above, or by letter to J. G. Frost, Be, 
Duke-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. 





Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the lateGEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
Admission, ls; Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 10 
a.m. till 10 p.m. 


Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, portrait models of the KING and 
CROWN PRINCE of PRUSSIA, and 
PRINCE LEOPOLD, of HOHENZOLLERN ; 
also Count von Bismarck and Count von Moltke. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 
Open from ten a.m, tillten p.m. 


Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N ViLEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EN 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH an¢ 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d, extra.—Open froim ten a.m, till ten p.m, 











Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, ‘theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engazed in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES forthe SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per- 
sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 








SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOWS, 


218, 


HIGH HOLBORN. 


\HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
T EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERTS AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at Ilalf-past Eight. 


Close at Twelve o'clock. 


Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 


Musical Director, Mr, W. 


M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





IMPORTANT TO AMA'TEURS. 
NOTICE! 


a if D M IM 
G ie IR Ge 


ALGEN 


(Late of BRIGHTON), 


35, RUSSELL STREET, 


COVENT GARDEN, 


AVING A LARGE ASSORTMENT or ENTIRELY NEW and MAGNIFICENT COSTUMES 
will be happy to treat with AMATEUR CLUBS and others on the MOST REASONABLE TERMS, 
For Terms, &c., apply as above, 





THLATLG ROYAL; 


SADLER’S WLLLS. 


Under the Management of MR PENNINGTON. 


Engagement of Miss MARRIOT, the eminent tragedienne. To render the engagement more attractive, 
Mr T. MEAD is engaged, and will appear nightly. 
On Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, Feb. lst, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, 


HAMLET. 
Hamlet, Miss Marriott; Ghost, Mr T, Mead; Messrs Brooke, Evans, Hamilton, and Harry Clayton ; Mesdames 
Warner, Marlborough, Johnson, and Grace Edgar. Concluding every evening with 
THE RETURN OF THE TICKET-OF-LEAVE MAN, 
written expressly for this establishment by Robert Phelps, Esq. Supported by the entire company. 
Acting-manager, Mr E, Clinton Hall; scenic artist, Mr W. Gowrie; musical director, Mr T. Berry ; 
stage-manager, Mr E. H. Brooke. Commence at7. 
Theatre to let. Apply to the lessee. 





————_—_—_—_———— 


PAMPHILON HOTEL, 
27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 





Sole Proprietor—GrorGE BRetrvT. 


[DINNERS A LA CARTE. 


HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1. 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’S Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Scotch Ales on draught. 





The Stage. 

R E. H. BROOKE (of the Theatre Royal, Sad- 
M ler’s Wells) prepares Ladies and Gentlemen for 
the Stage. For terms, &c., address 12, Rydor-crescent, 
Clerkenwell, or Mr B. can be seen daily at Sadler’s 
Wells Theatre, between the hours of cleven and two, 


To Amateurs, 


LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘lo be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor- 
roughly and rapidly taught by a Public Professor. All 
lessons given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed, 
Notice! 
Miss Herbert’s Alexandra Classes for ELOCUTION 
and STAGE PRACTICE meet every Tuesday and 
Friday. Performances will take place every three weeks. 
Miss Herbert will be happy to hear from ladies and 
gentlemen, 





Elocution and the Stage. 


\ R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils 
who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 
out. Address 8 Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 














Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, by 
Viewers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW. 
To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns, 

*,* All private communications should be addressed to the 
Editor of the Tueatricat Journat, 9, Actonestreet, King’s 
Cross-road, 
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